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An Introduction from the Mayor 
 

 
 

 
 

The Town Council welcomed the opportunity to develop a Neighbourhood Plan that would 
shape the future of the town for the next twenty years and to meet the needs of future 
generations of residents in Lostwithiel. With the help of a Steering Group of local residents, this 
Plan has been drawn up with the intention of reflecting and sustaining the sense of community 
and heritage that is so important to all who live in the town.  
 
We see this Plan not simply as a practical administrative device to guide planning decisions. We 
have endeavoured to engage with you and to consult you over what you wish to see in the town 
and we hope it gives a vision of the town and its future that all who live in it will embrace. The 
Plan is being put to you in a local Referendum, which will be your chance to endorse the future 
that the Council is committed to realising. 
 

       Pam Jarrett 
 
       Mayor of Lostwithiel 
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Introduction: The Purpose of the Plan 
 
1. This plan has been produced in accordance with the 2011 Localism Act, which empowered 
local communities to produce Neighbourhood Development Plans. Restormel Borough Council 
had produced a twenty-year local plan in 1991, and Lostwithiel Town Forum produced the 
twenty-year Lostwithiel Area Action Plan in 2004 (Annex: Misc14).1 This Neighbourhood Plan is 
the first long-term plan for the area and is produced in relation to the National Planning Policy 
Framework. (NPPF) and the Cornwall Local Plan. 
 
2. The Neighbourhood Plan sets out how development is controlled for a particular area in the 
future. It has to comply with national and local policies, but it gives local people a much bigger 
say in how these policies are put into effect. It has a legal status and must be taken into account 
by the Local Planning Authority when considering planning applications in the future.  
 
3. Lostwithiel Town Council took up the opportunity to develop a Neighbourhood Plan and 
established a Steering group, with representation from the local community, to undertake the 
preparation of the plan. A key aim has been to ensure that local planning and related policies and 
proposals are those supported by local people and that will protect and enhance the particular 
and valued local community and environment. Following the various informal consultation 
processes, the Plan has undergone a number of formal Consultations in accordance with the 
NPPF, it has been assessed by an independent inspector as being in conformity with national 
planning conditions, and is the subject of a local referendum. In this plan we set out the specific 
planning policies that will be adopted within the framework of the requirements of the National 
Planning Policy Framework and the Cornwall Local Plan. On approval the plan became the 
formal basis for all planning decisions concerning the town. 
 
4. Our intention has been to produce a major document that set the plan in the context of the 
history and environment of Lostwithiel and that will, we hope, guide considerations for a 
generation. For this reason, we have divided the plan into two parts. Part One of the plan sets 
out the context for a wider consideration of the Lostwithiel area and its development. It includes 
a summary of the vision and aspirations of local people and sets the scene for planning over the 
coming period. Part Two of the plan documentation sets out those specific actions and policies 
that local consultations have suggested are necessary features of neighbourhood planning. In 
each of these two Parts we have set out our discussion in five sections covering environment and 
heritage, housing, employment and the local economy, transport and travel, and community 
wellbeing and recreation. In Part Two, we set out tables of our ôActions and Aspirationsõ as well 
as our specific ôPlanning Policiesõ. The detailed evidence base behind our discussions and 
proposals are contained in a separate and lengthy Annex of Evidence to the Plan. 
 

Purpose of the Plan 
 
5. The Neighbourhood Plan covers the period from 2015 to 2030, in line with the end date for 
the Cornwall Local Plan. It provides an opportunity, for the first time, for local planning to 
consider local requirements and preferences. The policies contained in the Plan will shape the 

                                                 
1 The Annex of Evidence is available on the Neighbourhood Plan website (http://www.lostwithielplan.org.uk/). 
Reference to this evidence base are cited in the text in the format ôAnnex: Misc1õ, using the index of contents as 
listed in Appendix 4. 
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development of the town and parish for a considerable time, safeguarding the future of the town 
for later generations. It will shape the decisions made by the Local Planning Authority and the 
Town Council, will provide guidance to anyone seeking to make a planning application, and will 
guide the support and encouragement that the Town Council is able to give to local groups and 
public bodies seeking to help in the development of the Town. Lostwithiel Town Council will 
keep the plan under review in order to be able to respond to evolving circumstances. 
 
How This Plan Was Constructed 
 
6. Initial planning for the construction of the Plan was undertaken by the Town Council, which 
appointed a portfolio holder for the Neighbourhood Plan. An initial Working Group was 
established to begin the detailed process of plan construction and this was enlarged into a formal 
Steering Group operating under Terms of Reference established by the Town Council.  The 
Steering Group included members of the Town council, representatives of local organisations, 
and volunteer members of the public. 
 
7. In addition to regular meetings of the Steering Group itself, a series of public consultations 
have been held on the various topics covered in the plan. At these community events and at 
other events using a mobile exhibition, views have been collected and collated from those 
attending and these have been refined into topics for wider consultation through surveys and for 
later public consultation events. Meetings of the Group, which have been open to the public, 
have discussed evolving objectives and have formulated the specific plans and proposals set out 
in the rest of this document. Views gathered during these consultations and surveys reinforce the 
views expressed in an earlier Town Questionnaire, published in March 2014, and used as further 
evidence for our Plan (Annex: Misc15). 
 
 

Membership of the Steering Group 
 

Councillor Pamela Jarrett, Deputy Mayor, (until 
May 2017) 

Councillor Kieran Park (from May 2017 to 
February 2018) 

Ian Gillett, former Mayor of Lostwithiel (until 
December 2016) 

Councillor Colin Martin, Lostwithiel Councillor on 
Cornwall Council (from June 2017) 

Councillor Chrissie Anders (from April 2018) Mrs Gillian Parsons, former Councillor (until 
October 2016) 

Mrs Amanda Barrass (from July 2016 to September 
2017) 

Mr Mark Pearson, Architect (until July 2016) 
 

Councillor Phoebe Beedell (from May 2017) Councillor Colin Risner (from 2017) 

Councillor Ann Duffin (from May 2017) Mr David Robson, former Councillor 

Councillor David Guiterman, Chair Professor John Scott CBE 

Councillor Tim Hughes, Deputy Mayor of 
Lostwithiel (from May 2017) 

Mr Michael Shillaber (from July 2016 to December 
2016) 

Mr Chris Jones, Architect (from September 2016) Mr Richard Trant (from August 2016) 

 
Responsibilities of the members of the Steering Group can be found in the Annex of Evidence (Annex: Misc 13, 
page 4). 
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Lostwithiel in Context 
 
 

 
Figure 1.1 Lostwithiel Parish 

 
8. Lostwithiel is a small Cornish Town with a long history and a current population of almost 
3000 made up from about 1200 households. The parish consists of a central urban area (the 
town) surrounded by mainly agricultural land with outlying hamlets at Maudlin, Hillhead, 
Polscoe, and Castle. The parish is surrounded by rural areas of neighbouring parishes and as 
such shares no boundaries with other urban areas. The vast majority of residents live within the 
town area, comprising the central area, Victoria, Rosehill, and the larger settlement of Bridgend. 
Much of the farmland in the parish is owned by the Duchy of Cornwall, which leases some water 
meadow to the town for public use. Wooded areas include Polscoe Wood, Leadenhill Wood, 
Churchpark Wood, Terras Hill Wood, and Poldew Wood. A Nature Reserve has been 
established along the banks of the River Fowey at Shirehall Moor and there are plans to 
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complete its formal designation. The valley of the River Fowey, which bisects the town is wide, 
due to the meandering character of the river, and is liable to flooding on its flood plain. 
 
9. The town of Lostwithiel developed as a port settlement in the century following the Norman 
conquest and received its Royal Charter in 1189. Until the 14th century it was one of the busiest 
towns in the country. It was for some time the base of the Duke of Cornwall and the effective 
capital of Cornwall, with bases at Restormel Castle and the Duchy Palace. 
 
10. The historic core of the town contains many ancient buildings and sites and is now a 
conservation area. Medieval and early modern building within the conservation area includes the 
Georgian Edgcumbe House (1750), Guildhall (1740), and the earlier Taprell House in the 
ownership of the Town Council, the Georgian Market House (1781), the Debtorõs Prison (1751) 
and many vernacular buildings with seventeenth-century datestones. Lost historic buildings have 
been replaced by Victorian housing, but new development has been confined to the area 
adjacent to Tanhouse Road, north of Bridgend, adjoining Lanwithan, along the A390 towards 
Downend, and with some recent development towards Cowbridge. 
 

 
Figure 1.2 Lostwithiel Historic core 

 
1 The Great Bridge, 1437 
2 Site of potteries 
3 Church of St Bartholomew 
4 The Quay  
5 Site of chapel with surviving window 
6 Duchy Palace and Coinage Hall 
7 The Parade 
8 The original boroughs of Lostwithiel and Penknight 

 
11. Lostwithiel falls within the St Blazey, Fowey, and Lostwithiel Community Network Area. 
The area has a total population of 19,200, with a high proportion of older residents. It has a 
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higher dependency ratio (the number of those aged over 70 relative to the working population) 
than Cornwall as a whole. The area is ethnically homogeneous (99.1% white). 
 

 
12. Lostwithiel itself in 2011 had a total population of 2814 people (adults and children) living in 
1242 households. Males accounted for 47.3% of the population and females for 52.7%. There is 
a good mixture of housing types, by both built form and tenure. 
 

Type of housing No. of households 

 2001 2011 

Detached 457 440 

Semi-detached 312 288 

Terraced 390 378 

Flat 143 133 

Caravan/mobile 4 3 

Shared dwelling 3 0 

                                        Total 1309 1242 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing tenure No. of 
households 

 2011 

Owner Occupied  

     With mortgage 342 

     Without mortgage 547 

Rental & part-rental  

     Social 123 

     Private 210 

Other 20 

                    Total 1242 


